Recommendation for Council Action

Austin City Council Item ID | 70079 Agenda Number 27.

Meeting Date: 5/4/2017 Department: Transportation

Approve an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Austin Transportation Department Operating Budget
(Ordinance No. 20160914-001) to increase transfers out in an amount not to exceed $500,000; amending the Austin
Transportation Department Capital Budget (Ordinance 20160914-002) to transfer in and appropriate up to $500,000
from the Austin Transportation Department Operating Budget for the conversion of East 5th Street to two lanes
eastbound and one lane westbound from Brazos Street to IH 35 to reduce congestion and improve mobility in the
downtown area; and authorizing the City Manager to initiate the conversion process and use the authority granted to
the City Traffic Engineer to make appropriate operational changes. (District 9)

Amount and Source of Funding

Funding in the amount of $500,000 is available from the Austin Transportation Department Operating Budget.

The fiscal note is attached.

Purchasing Language:

Prior Council Action:

For More Information: | Robert Spillar, 512-974-2488; Anthony Segura, 512-974-7015; Gilda Powers, 512-974-7092.

Council Committee,
Boards and
Commission Action:

MBE / WBE:

Related Items:

Additional Backup Information

In order to alleviate existing congestion and improve mobility in the downtown area, Austin Transportation
Department (ATD) staff would like to convert East 5th Street between Brazos and IH 35 from one way eastbound to
two eastbound lanes and one westbound lane. Doing so will greatly alleviate existing congestion issues that result
from the routine closure of East 6th Street and provide alternate access into the downtown area from IH 35.

As the downtown core develops with more hotels and residences requiring access beyond standard business hours,
this issue has become more important. In addition, the conversion of East 5th Street will provide additional access if
the proposed Capital Metro Downtown Station results in the closure of East 4th Street. ATD staff has extensively
modeled the proposed conversion using existing and future traffic volumes and have shown that the two way
configuration provides superior access and reduced travel times.




